[Bilateral diaphragmatic paralysis in the immediate postoperative period after cardiac surgery].
A 56 years old man was submitted to an aortic replacement with mechanical prosthesis and to saphenous vein graft to the right coronary artery. He developed respiratory insufficiency after surgery which was finally related to bilateral diaphragmatic paralysis whose diagnosis was confirmed through thorax ultrasonography. The patient remained under ventilatory assistance with positive pressure for 75 days. The introduction of thorax ventilatory negative pressure (VNP), jacket type, allowed the tracheostomy closure. The patient gradually recovered his spontaneous breathing and was discharged after 90 days with instructions to use VNP at night. He returned to his normal professional activities, without auxiliary respiratory support, 40 days after his discharge.